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FACT SHEET-Sylvania-Corning, NY
Sylvania Corning Plant/Former Sylvania Electric Products Facility Site 

Published Jan. 1, 2019 0Share

PRINT | E-MAIL
DESCRIPTION: The Sylvania Corning Plant/former Sylvania Electric Products Facility (a.k.a Sylcor) site (the Site) is a 9.49 acres area divided into three 
(3) separate properties located at 70, 100, and 140 Cantiague Rock Road, Town of Oyster Bay, County of Nassau, State of New York, in the 
westernmost portion of Hicksville, Long Island approximately thirty (30) miles east of lower Manhattan. The site was utilized for the manufacture of 
Government and commercial nuclear elements (e.g., cores, slugs, fuel elements) for reactors used in research and electric power generation 
between 1952 and 1967. Operations at the site used natural, enriched, and depleted uranium, and to a lesser extent thorium. Site contamination 
consists of these radioactive materials as well as nickel and volatile organics. Sylvania and related entities ("Sylvania") conducted nuclear work on site 
under a major contract to the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) from 1952-1965 (referred to as "AEC Contract work"), and conducted other nuclear 
work for commercial and other government contracts (referred to as "Commercial work").

Commercial work began in 1957, which were mostly, but not completely, located on the 70 Cantiague Rock Road property. AEC Contract work 
occurred, mostly but not completely, on the 100 and 140 Cantiague Rock Road properties. Contract documents and AEC commercial licenses indicate 
that AEC Contract and Commercial work involved large amounts of similar radioactive materials (e.g., uranium and thorium) and similar volatile 
organic compounds such as degreasers (e.g., PCE, TCE). Waste materials were frequently burned or disposed of on site in unlined sumps. Wastes 
were also directed to leach pools, although little information is available as to the nature of these wastes.

Primary soil contaminants were Uranium, Thorium, solvents and nickel. GTE, a corporate predecessor to Verizon, entered into a voluntary cleanup 
agreement with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYDEC) to remediate the soils at the Site to allow unrestricted 
future use of the Site. Soil excavation was conducted at the 100 and 140 Cantiague Rock Road properties. Nuclear materials processed under the 
AEC Contract were provided by the AEC. Little is known at present about ownership of the commercial materials, although common practice was for 
the materials to be owned by the party contracting for the fuel fabrication work. Government and commercial operations were conducted at the site. 
Government operations at the site were conducted under the Atomic Energy Commission’s contract #AT (30-1)-1293. Little information has been 
located regarding the commercial operations.

AUTHORIZATION/PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The United States Department of Energy (DOE) determined that the site is eligible for inclusion in FUSRAP. 
USACE will address the site under authorization given it by the U.S. Congress in the Energy and Water Development Appropriations Act of 1998 to 
determine if there is a need for action.

STATUS: USACE completed a Preliminary Assessment in FY05 and an on-site Remedial Investigation (RI) in FY10. The Site was included in a Regional 
Groundwater Listing on the National Priorities List (NPL) by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in September 2011. Off-site 
groundwater characterization has been completed, and is included in a comprehensive RI report currently under EPA and NYSDEC review. 
Coordination with EPA and NYSDEC is ongoing.

CONTACT:

Helen K. Edge, PMP

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District

Phone: (917) 790-8332

E-mail: helen.k.edge@usace.army.mil

Program and Project Management Division 26 Federal Plaza

New York, NY 10278
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Environmental Site Remediation Database Search 
Details

Site Record
Administrative Information
Site Name: 70-140 Cantiague Rock Rd/Former Sylvania
Site Code: V00089 
Program: Voluntary Cleanup Program
Classification: A
EPA ID Number:

Location
DEC Region: 1
Address: 70-140 Cantiague Rock Rd.
City:Hicksville    Zip: 11801 
County:Nassau
Latitude: 40.76802597 
Longitude: -73.54968824 
Site Type: STRUCTURE LAGOON 
Estimated Size: 2.54 Acres

Site Owner(s) and Operator(s)
Current Owner Name: GTEOSI for 140 Cantiague Rock Road
Current Owner(s) Address: One Verizon Way
                                               Basking Ridge,NJ, 07920 
Current Owner Name: Unknown for 100 Cantiague Rock Road
Current Owner(s) Address: 42 Hunt Drive
                                               Jericho,NY, 11753 

Hazardous Waste Disposal Period 

Site Description
Location: The 70-140 Cantiague Rock Rd/Former Sylvania site is comprised of the three 
separate contiguous parcels located at 70, 100, and 140 Cantiague Rock Road in the western 
portion of Hicksville in a suburban area of Nassau County, New York. The southernmost 
parcel, located at 70 Cantiague Rock Road, is also listed as Site No. 130040 on the NYS 
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Registry of Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites. The site lies along the east side of 
Cantiague Rock Rd and is about 100 yards north of West John Street from the intersection of 
West John Street and Cantiague Rock Road in Hicksville. Site Features: The main site 
features consist of three buildings, one on each of the three parcels, surrounded by paved and 
gravel areas. Current Zoning and Land Use: The site is presently zoned commercial and 
industrial. It is currently vacant. The surrounding parcels are generally industrial and 
commercial use. A school is located nearby on the west side of Cantiague Rock Road. The 
nearest residential area is about 600 feet west of the site. Past Use of the Site: The site has 
been used for a variety of commercial and industrial activities including the manufacture of 
nuclear fuel elements for research and electric power generation reactors. Operable Units: 
The site was divided into two operable units. An operable unit represents a portion of a 
remedial program for a site that for technical or administrative reasons can be addressed 
separately to investigate, eliminate or mitigate a release, threat of release or exposure 
pathway resulting from the site contamination. Since 2014, additional investigation activities for 
OU2 are being done under Site No. 130215, which is managed by USEPA. Operable Unit 1: 
On-Site Soils Operable Unit 2: On-Site and Off-Site Groundwater Site Geology and 
Hydrogeology: The geology at the site generally consists of stratified sand and gravels. The 
depth to water is about 64 feet below the land surface. Groundwater generally flows in a 
southerly direction.

Contaminants of Concern (Including Materials Disposed)
Contaminant Name/Type
nickel 
tetrachloroethene (PCE) 
uranium 

Site Environmental Assessment
Nature and Extent of Contamination: For OU1: Soils: Investigations have been conducted to 
determine the extent of soil contamination. During 2003 through 2005, soils contaminated with 
uranium, thorium, tetrachloroethene, and/or nickel were excavated to depths up to 54 feet 
deep resulting in about 58,000 cubic yards of waste. The generated waste was disposed off-
site in Utah. Soil contamination remains on-site at depth and under existing buildings. Soil 
Vapor and Indoor Air: Soil vapor contamination is present in shallow soils and under buildings 
over various portion of the site. For OU2: Groundwater: Numerous investigations have been 
conducted to determine the extent of contamination in groundwater. Groundwater standards 
have been exceeded both on- and off-site. The primary contaminants of concern include 
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tetrachloroethene, trichloroethene, and their breakdown products. Continuing investigations 
indicate a plume of groundwater contamination has migrated off-site and extends generally 
south beyond the property border. 

Site Health Assessment
Since some contaminated soils remain at the site below concrete or clean fill and the building 
at 100 Cantiague Rock Road, people will not come in contact with contaminated soils unless 
they dig below these materials. People are not drinking contaminated groundwater because 
the public water supply that serves the area is treated to remove contaminants before the 
water is distributed to customers. Volatile organic compounds in the groundwater and/or soil 
may move into the soil vapor (air spaces within the soil), which in turn may move into overlying 
buildings and affect the indoor air quality. This process, which is similar to the movement of 
radon gas from the subsurface into the indoor air of buildings, is referred to as soil vapor 
intrusion. Currently, there are no occupied buildings at the site, therefore, soil vapor intrusion 
does not represent a current concern. However, the potential exists for people to inhale site 
contaminants in indoor air due to soil vapor intrusion in any future on-site building 
development and /or current site building re-occupancy.

For more Information: E-mail Us

Refine This Search
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Environmental Site Remediation Database Search 
Details

Site Record
Administrative Information
Site Name: Air Techniques, Inc. (Old Sylvania Site)
Site Code: 130040 
Program: State Superfund Program 
Classification: 04
EPA ID Number:

Location
DEC Region: 1
Address: 70-140 Cantiague Rock Rd.
City:Hicksville    Zip: 11801 
County:Nassau
Latitude: 40.76699673 
Longitude: -73.54877495 
Site Type: DUMP STRUCTURE 
Estimated Size: 5 Acres

Site Owner(s) and Operator(s)
Current Owner Name: A&T Realty Company
Current Owner(s) Address: 70 Cantiague Rock Road
                                               Hicksville,NY, 11801 
Owner(s) during disposal: UNKNOWN 
Current On-Site Operator: Air Techniques, Inc.
Stated Operator(s) Address: 70 Cantiague Rock Road
                                                Hicksville,NY 11801 

Hazardous Waste Disposal Period 
From: 1979  To: unknown

Site Description
Location: The Air Techniques (Old Sylvania) site is about 5 acres in size and located in a 
suburban area of Nassau County. The site is located along Cantiague Rock Road just north of 
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West John Street in Hicksville. Site Features: The site is comprised of three properties with the 
addresses of 70, 100 & 140 Cantiague Rock Road. Each property contains one large building 
with mostly paved areas surrounding each. Current Zoning: The site is currently inactive and 
the properties are zoned industrial. The surrounding parcels are currently a combination of 
industrial, commercial, municipal, community, recreational, school and residential. The nearest 
residential area is 600 ft to the west. Past Use of the Site: 70 Cantiague Rock Road parcel 
was occupied by a manufacturer of dental equipment from 1979 to 2006. During that period, 
buried drums containing waste chlorinated solvents consisting primarily of tetrachloroethene 
were discovered in 1986 and were removed in 1987. After some additional investigation 
activities conducted between 1992 and 1994, additional parcels north and upgradient of 70 
Cantiague Rock Road were evaluated. It was discovered that the 70, 100, and 140 Cantiague 
Rock Road parcels had all been used for the production of uranium and thorium fuel elements 
in the 1950s and 1960s by Sylvania. Portions of this nuclear fuel work was done for the US 
government under federal contract. Uranium, thorium, tetrachloroethene, and nickel present in 
the processing waste had been discharged to recharge basins and leaching pools. The site 
entered the Voluntary Cleanup Program in April 1999 and was assigned Site No. V00089. In 
2014, additional investigation activities were conducted and work continues to be managed 
under Site No. 130215 which is managed by USEPA. Site Geology and Hydrogeology: 
Groundwater is located about 60 feet below grade and flows in a southerly direction. The area 
soils are mainly sands with varying layers consisting of silt, sands and gravel.

Contaminants of Concern (Including Materials Disposed)
Contaminant Name/Type

TRICHLOROETHYLENE (F001-F002) 
TETRACHLOROETHYLENE (F001-F002) 
nickel 

Site Environmental Assessment
Nature and Extent of Contamination: Soils: Investigations have been conducted to determine 
the extent of soil contamination. During 2003 through 2005, soils contaminated with uranium, 
thorium, tetrachloroethene, and/or nickel were excavated to depths up to 54 feet deep 
resulting in about 58,000 cubic yards of waste. The generated waste was disposed off-site in 
Utah. Soil contamination remains on-site at depth and under existing buildings. Soil Vapor and 
Indoor Air: Soil vapor contamination is present in shallow soils and under buildings over 
various portion of the site. Groundwater: Numerous investigations have been conducted to 
determine the extent of contamination in groundwater. Groundwater standards have been 
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exceeded both on- and off-site. The primary contaminants of concern include 
tetrachloroethene, trichloroethene, and their breakdown products. Continuing investigations 
indicate a plume of groundwater contamination has migrated off-site and extends generally 
south beyond the property border. 

Site Health Assessment
Since some contaminated soils remain at the site below concrete or clean fill, people will not 
come in contact with contaminated soils unless they dig below the surface materials. People 
are not drinking contaminated groundwater because the public water supply that serves the 
area is treated to remove contaminants before the water is distributed to customers. Volatile 
organic compounds in the groundwater and/or soil may move into the soil vapor (air spaces 
within the soil), which in turn may move into overlying buildings and affect the indoor air 
quality. This process, which is similar to the movement of radon gas from the subsurface into 
the indoor air of buildings, is referred to as soil vapor intrusion. Currently, there are no 
occupied buildings at the site, therefore, soil vapor intrusion does not represent a current 
concern. However, the potential exists for people to inhale site contaminants in indoor air due 
to soil vapor intrusion in any future on-site building development and /or current site building 
re-occupancy.

For more Information: E-mail Us

Refine This Search
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Environmental Site Remediation Database Search 
Details

Site Record
Administrative Information
Site Name: New Cassel/Hicksville Ground Water Contamination
Site Code: 130215
Program: State Superfund Program 
Classification: 02
EPA ID Number:

Location
DEC Region: 1
Address: Southern End of Iris Place
City:New Cassel    Zip: 11590 
County:Nassau
Latitude: 40.745376554 
Longitude: -73.549536256 
Site Type:
Estimated Size: 2200 Acres

Site Owner(s) and Operator(s)

Site Description
Location: The New Cassel/Hicksville Ground Water Contamination site is located in a 
suburban area. Site Features: The site consists of a groundwater contamination plume located 
beneath a mixed-use area. The Bowling Green and Hicksville Plant 5 public water supply well 
fields draw from the groundwater within the site area. Both well fields have wellhead treatment 
to remove site-related contaminants from the drinking water prior to distribution. Current 
Zoning and Land Use: The land use mostly consists of single family homes, suburban 
shopping and other commercial buildings. The zoning is consistent with the varied land use. 
Past Use of Site: The groundwater contamination originates from several sites within the New 
Cassel Industrial Area, the General Instruments site, the Former Sylvania site, and other 
upgradient properties. The sources of the plume are generally current and former industrial 
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properties. Operable Units: The site has been divided into three operable units. An operable 
unit represents a portion of a remedial program for a site that for technical or administrative 
reasons can be addressed separately to investigate, eliminate or mitigate a release, threat of 
release or exposure pathway resulting from the site contamination. Operable Unit 1 (OU1) is 
the groundwater contamination directly south of the New Cassel Industrial Area sites. OU2 
consists of the contaminated groundwater from General Instruments Corp. (Site No. 130020) 
and 70-140 Cantiague Rock Rd/Former Sylvania (Site No. V00089). OU3 is defined as the far 
afield groundwater contamination. Site Geology and Hydrogeology: The subsurface generally 
consists of sand and gravel with silt and clay lenses. The water table is approximately 70 feet 
deep and flows southwest.

Contaminants of Concern (Including Materials Disposed)
Contaminant Name/Type
tetrachloroethene (PCE) 
trichloroethene (TCE) 

Site Environmental Assessment
Based on investigations conducted to date, the primary contaminants of concern are 
tetrachloroethylene (PCE), trichloroethylene (TCE) and their breakdown products. 
Groundwater - PCE, TCE and their associated breakdown products were detected in the 
groundwater located downgradient of the source areas. PCE and TCE concentrations exceed 
1,000 parts-per-billion (ppb) in the groundwater plume, exceeding the New York State 
groundwater standard of 5 ppb for both contaminants. 

Site Health Assessment
People are not drinking contaminated groundwater because the public water supply wells that 
serve the area are either monitored to verify compliance with New York State drinking water 
standards, or treated to remove contaminants before the water is distributed to consumers. 
Volatile organic compounds in the groundwater and/or soil may move into the soil vapor (air 
spaces within the soil), which in turn may move into overlying buildings and affect the indoor 
air quality. This process, which is similar to the movement of radon gas from the subsurface 
into the indoor air of buildings, is referred to as soil vapor intrusion. The potential for soil vapor 
intrusion to occur within the designated site area needs to be evaluated. 
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